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wbole responsibility lay on the British Government, The resolution further urged
tb&t recruitment to the Army should be thrown open to all provinces and all com-
munities, urged wider expansion of the University Training Corps, strongly objected
to the exclusion of Indians from the Auxiliary Force and reaffirmed grave concern
at the continued maintenance of military expenditure at a level which was neither
just to the Indian tax-payer rior within his capacity to bear and which further
accounted for the present Very high level of taxation and lack of funds for financing
schemes of social reform and 'economic development.
Mr. P. A'. Sapru asked why the Government wanted India to pay for their
imperial designs. The larger burden should be borne by England. He pleaded for
rapid development of social services in the country.
Seconding, Mr. B. N. Ookhale urged an enquiry into the position in the Frontier
Province,
Indians Overseas
The resolution on Indians Overseas (A) appreciated the friendly sentiments
towards India expressed by the Parliamentary Delegates from the Union of South
Africa, hoping that the Union Government would* take speedy and effective steps to
establish equal status of the resident Indian community (B; hoped that following
separation, the Burma: Indian population would be enabled to continue to make its
c<mtribution to the stability and prosperity of Burma in collaboration with Burmese
citizens, (C) regretted the separation of Aden from India, (D) regretted the evidence
of strained relations between India and Ceylon (E) welcomed the appointment by the
Government of India of agents in East Africa, Fiji British Guiana, Trinidad and
other British territories and (F) drew attention to the position of Indians in Malaya,
Fizi, British Guiana and Trinidad, Kenya and Zanzibar. The resolution was moved "by
Mr, N. C. Barucha.
Repressive Laws
Mr. P. N. Sapru moved another resolution, relating to repressive legislation and
Andamans, It protested against the Criminal Law Amendment Act and several pro-
vincial Special Powers Act which continued to be on the statute book and perpe-
tuated or prolonged extraordinary powers. The legitimate liberty of the Press and
tfes pabHe were seriously menaced by these Acts and the Federation urged their im-
aaetete repeal. The Federation protested against the arbitrary use of the Sea Customs
Act for proscription of books and also against the continued detention of suspected
persons without trial, leading to widespread dissatisfaction, and urged the release or
judicial trial of the detained persons. The resolution recorded the emphatic protest
against the Government's policy in reviving the Andamans as a penal settlement for
political offenders, despite the assurances given by the Government of India. The con-
ditions prevailing in:that penal settlement caused great hardship and unnecessary isuffer-
ing to the political prisoners and the Federation urged the necessity for immediate
reversal of its present policy in this matter.
Moving the resolution, Afr. P. N. Sapru said, that it was time now that a
measure which was thought to be of use 200 years ago was repealed. Detention
without trial was a public scandal. No definite charges were made and detenus were
afforded no opportunity to clear the charges against them. The Liberal Federation
oottld not remain silent on this matter of interference with their liberties. Keeping
politicals in the Andamans meant making them criminals.
Mr. (?. D. Shahane, seconding, said that they were treated as a country under
martial law. There was also no reason for press laws being imposed them.
Tbs Federation also adopted a resolution condemning the observance of Untouch-
*Hitt? and congratulated the Maharaja of Travancore in throwing open State Temple
to all Hiodus,
Reform of Indian States
Mr. O. Y> Chiniamani moved the next -resolution relating to the reform of the
Indian States, -reaffirming complete sympathy to the Federation with legitimate as-
pirations of the people of the Indian States for civic and political liberties. The- re-
solution deeply regretted that no provision has been made in the new Government
of India Act for election of the representatives of States coming to the Federal Legis-
lature or for recognition of the peoples1 fundamental rights of citizenship. It urged
again that the Bulers of States should, without delay, concede to their subjects! rights
of security of person and property, liberty of speech and press, freedom of associa-